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Intermat
New Zealand's leading Holocaust historian has a word
or two to say about David Irving

(and abaul Dieborah Lipstadt 100

|
Cr Joed & Hayward, of Massey University, New Zealang, has posled this cortribution fo fhe
Genran med Forgas in W Online Forum gn fhe Intesmiel on Nevermbar 5, 1053

David Irving, the Third Reich and
the Holocaust

by Dr Joel S Haytrd B

Diear Forum readers,

| HAVE BEAD the discussion an :Irl.ril'.g with Rreal imkeresl. As 4
prpl'nrshnn.al hizstoriam who has writfen a lot about Holocaust
Revigianksm in general and Invang 1o cular Jand plenty on
Fr- 1) clf'llf'.-i YOILN SEE SOnfdense & il 1 AALIEE r|'||5.|:l|.|

Althaugh | may discuss particular defails of David levings
schelarship at a laler dabe (knowing & fair b6t about it but wanking
first to plan my comments carefully fo reduce my chance of jodning
[rving in the gan sights of his most vitriolic critics), permit me at
this time to make ome or two chservations.

]._-._-il-.g's eremies cladm that he is not a ‘meal’ hiskarean becapse he lacks i."l.iE‘I:: guadifiations 1n history asd
has never held an academic position. Consequently, they Slate, his work should be discounted or af leasd
treated with greater circumspection than that of established historians.

It Is certainky tnie he never completed his Bachelor degree at the University of Lendon (where he read ,
Physics), liet alone completed a post-graduate degree or Dectorate. Tt is also trae that he has rever held &
univetsity pesitian.

Hpweves, if [hose grounds are sufficient to call his scholarship into question, thn they must also call inke
question the scholarship of almost all the important and influential writers of Holocaust history from the
1950s, 19605 and 1970, upon which supporters of recelved opinion on the Holocaast still relv.

Fot example, the late Gerald Reitlinger, author of the very influential and st:ll-cited "The Final Schution
'I::Aunpl 10 Exterminate the Tews of Europe’, was an art desler with no academic qualifications. Vet

b e (e s oA P e a e AT 10 ]
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Reltlinger's book had a profound impact en both scholarly and popular perceptions of what happened to
Eastemn Buropean Jews.

A number of those still writing on the Holocaust also lack the ‘proper’ credentials.

# Georges Wellors, a prominent Frerch writer an the Holocsust and a bitter opponent of ;
Eevistonism, is the farmer directer of a medical research labaratary, He has no historical trainkng.

# Jean-Claude Pressac, suthor of several ‘seminal’ books on the Auschwitz gas chambers, has a
diplamain phasmacy bl oo histosical training whatsoees

s Walter Lagqueur, farmer Kibbutzrik and author of many well-recefved and best-selling books on
the Holocaust and modern Buropean history, may be an academic joon in Liesel (the Jerusalem Post
has produced glowing fll-page feature articles on him, for instance), and he may head his awn
institute and edit his own journal, bat he has never completed a andversity degree.

Clearly, if Irving is unworthy of the Hile historian’, then thess Holocaust writers (none of whom has
writien anywhere the number of books Irving has) are also urwarthy. I Inving's works are to be
discounted or freated with unusual circumspection because of bis lack of formal credentals, then 5o are |
theirs: Do Irving's highly-partizan critics caze that (heic own favourite historians of the Holocaust lack ;
‘legitimacy’; that, like Irving and his ilk, they are not ‘real’ histonans? {

OF COURSE. tithes and qualifications mean little, as [ wish Irving's eritics would realise. An author's degres
of !i'::in.u}-hi__.itnﬁml__—h‘lmhg and positian within the academic werld are unimportang if he or she has
ﬂhxdmml k Eﬂrdplﬁ-'tnwﬂlua-ﬂullmt works bave been written by so-called

{ sevious flaws in his methodology and I
m?'r single example of deliberate
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19527) ds casdly the besi of the anti-Tre . . n———
i iRt ﬂ.ll" ! insg bodks, but even ihat abtimately fails to prove falsifisation o

Regardless of his astention-sesking arfics and his bendency to say dumb, insensitive and sometimes
SRt to the media (which don'l appear is his books, thank grodness), lrving i a researcher,
bicgrapher an rf bistorian of putstanding aptitude. r._gﬁ af his wwhmﬂm the way,
aone af them 'Hllr[:l tally on (e Holotaust or even deals with 1t at Jengeh,) Some of his boaks -
Churchill's War, vol. i, Springs to ming — &re nat a5 =i Bt hey, very Few schalars 0 any discipline
consistenily attain xcellence, i it

Irving onee told me by letter that, for financial seasors, Pe would not traved fo New Fealand again wanless
i forrwsd part of a wider Australasian speaking tour. Wish the recent decision of the Federal Court in
Parth, Australia, to refuse a judicial review of Irving's ariginal ban from Australia, if seems that Irving
will pever again travel 1o our neck of the woods,

Thia is a pity. [f lnrir.! kad came back bo Mew Zealand, [ wonld have ievited him to “guest bectune” on
Hitler's war leadership or the Wehrmachi High Command to my third-year medern German histary lags.
Adter all, be is o leading expert in that eld. [ would not have inviled him to speak o g Holccaus) o the
Rariclh's racial policies, however, boczuse he has no expestice in that Feld,

Pinadly, in ease anyane arcuses me of Being one of Irving's many groupees. let me add that T consicler him

fo: b o very o histarian Bul an anpalakable person. 1 don't like many of the things he gays Same of
them — an race and nalonalism, for instance — offend me deeply. [ wosld nod permit him o addees my
students on thase topics. but anly because be ig o specialist in nol becaase of my personal feelings

Best regards Hochadhhangsvall,

- Dr [ael Hagmnard .
- Soheol of Histary mlmrgl wﬁl"nﬂh.
Unkeersdy, Frivate Bag 11222,
! T
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